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Intercultural Conversations-Conversations Interculturelles grant program
Encouraging theatrical dialogue between the various cultures in Montreal

Twice a year the Cole Foundation’s Intercultural Conversations-Conversations Interculturelles program disperses
hundreds of thousands of dollars to support professional Montreal theatre companies to produce, commission and translate
plays that show diversity on stage. This has created an award-winning catalogue incorporating themes of inclusion and
cultural dialogue that allows for greater understanding of Montreal’s cultural reality. The climate of government arts cuts
makes this instrumental program more sought after than ever. Cole Foundation President Nancy Wells is proud to
announce the latest round of grant winners—11 inspired companies were given crucial funding for a total of
$220,500 for the 2025-26 season, as well as added financial aid for post-show audience talkbacks to continue the
conversation initiated in the production.

“For 17 years the Intercultural Conversations program has supported work that brings people together, challenges
assumptions, and deepens mutual understanding. We're always pleased to welcome new companies among our grant
recipients, as we do for this season. Their bold, socially engaged visions reflect the vitality and urgency of Quebec theatre
today. We believe these projects will make a meaningful impact in our communities—on stage and beyond, adding to the
Cole Foundation’s returning and long-time theatre companies.” said Wells.

Intercultural and racialized elements at the forefront of Quebec theatre seasons

Play submissions offer a widespread range of ideas, cultures and identities for youth and adult theatregoers; many of the
issues are topical and current. The various shows for this round of funding highlight contemporary Montreal issues via
voices from Haiti, Egypt, Peru, Portugal, the Pan-Caribbean region, Quebec, Lebanon and India, as well as First Nation,
Inuit, Métis and interracial communities. The works present a wide variety of theatrical styles that include poetry,
storytelling, music, classic and contemporary dance, burlesque and circus, performed by solo artists, duos, small and large
casts. Anticipated productions explore scripts through humour, drama, history, recent news, tragedy, mythology, memory,
and strong images. Themes illuminate topics of intergenerational connection, masculine dynamics, direct dialogue between
peoples, the reappropriation of power, reinterpreting Shakespeare’s women, exploring social and economic discrepancies,
and multiracial family realities. The Foundation is uplifted and encouraged when companies apply funding to create new
works from conception to full production.

PRODUCTION grant awards go to: Centaur Theatre- Stone and Bone Spectacular by Ange Loft; Duceppe- Freres by
Nathalie Doummar; Imago Theatre- CRASH by Pamela Mala Sinha; Motus- Le Sanctuaire des &mes ordinaires
Mathilde Addy-Laird; MAI- As | Must Live It by Luke Reece; Black Theatre Workshop- Our Place by Kanika Ambrose;
Face de Ra- How to save a dear friend: formules pour sortir-au-jour by Mireille Tawfik; Parrésia Compagnie de Création-
Laboratoire des Sorcieres by Ana Pfeiffer, Isabel DosSantos, Annie Ranger, Michel Garneau; Les Productions
Menuentakuan- Woch by Natasha Kanapé Fontaine and Samuel Suffren; and Théatre Everest- Pour Maelle by Ahmad
Hamdan

TRANSLATION grants are for MAI- As | Must Live It by Luke Reece; and Black Theatre Workshop- Taking
Care of Maman by Djennie Laguerre

The deadline for the next competition Oct. 3, 2025 at 5:00pm. Interested companies can download the application forms and
information from the Cole Foundation's web site at: www.colefoundation.ca/en/programmes/intercultural-conversations/
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